O 1 d 
Home 
Week 


Palmer 


1903 










) 


I 


V 





Souve nir Program 


1903 


The Charles F. Smith House 



T HIS is the best preserved of the three oldest houses 
in town, or rather the oldest portion of it, for it is 
made up of two parts, representing the colonial and post¬ 
colonial periods. 


The first settler on this place was Robert Smith, Sr., 
about 1720, who purchased the farm from the Col. Partridge 
Grant, where he resided till his death December 21, 1759. 

The rear part of the present double house was built 
about 1750 to take the place of thd first log cabin. It has 


a frontage of two stories, receding to one story in the rear. 
The original stone chimney still remains and the apartments 
have been changed but little. The part of the house front¬ 
ing the road was built about 1793 when Robert Smith was 
married. It is a good illustration of the style of the 
eighteenth century. 

After the death of Robert Smith, Sr., the farm fell to his 
grandson Robert and in turn to Robert Jr., Captain 
Freeman and lastly to the present owner, Charles F. Smith 
of the sixth generation. 

This is probably the only illustration in town, where a 
farm of a first settler has descended in the same family to 
the present owner. 

It is a remarkable fact that members of seven generations 
of the same line of Smiths have been conveyed from this 
house to the cemetery. 

The descendants of those who have gone forth from this 
house would form a large and notable company, including 
Dr. Alvin Smith, late of Monson, father of two physicians, 
Homer A. and Frank L. ; Betsey Smith who married Gen. 
Holbrook, father of the late Dr. Holbrook of our town; 
Francis A. Smith of Illinois, now hale and heart}- at the age 
of 86 ; the late Austin R. Smith of Palmer; the family 
of Charles F. Smith, the present owner, and a large number 
of others well worthy of mention. 
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A Sketch of Early Palmer History 


P ALMER was first settled by John King, born in England 
in 1681, who married March 23, 1713-14 Sarah Allen 
of Boston, thence he came here in 1716 with his wife and 
infant son John. He first located beside the Bay Path just 
in front of the present Maria Lawrence house. A few years 
later when the division of lands was made, King made his 
permanent settlement in what is now known as Tenneyville 
just west of the present old Cooley house, and where he 
died in 1744. 

John King and family seem to have been the sole 
occupants of } the new territory for nearly four years before 
other settlers came to locate near them. In 1726 seventeen 
families had formed settlements and petitioned the General 
Court for precinct privileges, which met with an adverse 
report. In 1730 a petition with fifty-six signers was sent to 
the General Court asking that their territory might be 
formed into a plantation. In 1733 the Court, in answer to 
another urgent petition, sent a committee to examine into 
the condition and needs of the settlers, which carefully 
looked over the ground and reported that there were eighty 
claimers of land, most of whom had settled and made 
improvements. The committee reported in favor of grant¬ 
ing titles of land to the settlers, with the proviso that they 
pay the expenses of the committee and the sum of £ 500 
to the colonial government. This report was accepted and 


adopted by the Court. By this act the territory was 
granted the privilege of a plantation, and the first legal 
meeting was held August 7, 1733. 

Following this time successive petitions were sent to the 
Court asking for a town organization, but as the ^£500 tax 
had not been paid they failed of realization. Finally in 
1752, after seven petitions had been sent in and the tax 
had been paid, the plantation was organized into a district 
having all the privileges of a town save that of sending a 
representative to the General Court. This act was signed 
Jan. 30, 1752, by Lieut. Governor, also acting Governor, 
Spencer Phips. The petitioners had signified a desire to 
have the town called Kingstown in honor of the first settler, 
but because a town had already been organized by the 
name of Kingston, Lieut.-Governor Phips inserted the 
name Palmer in honor of his friend Thomas Palmer, Esq., 
who had recently died in Scotland, so the name of the town 
was purely an accidental one. 

For many years the official name of the plantation had 
been “ The Elbows ” so named, no doubt, on account of 
the numerous bends in the Quaboag river, which encircles 
a considerable portion of the town. The plantation had 
also been called Kingsfield, Kingstown and New Marl¬ 
borough. By a careful estimate, based on the first census 
taken in 1765, Palmer had at the time of its organization 
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about 360 inhabitants, including one negro, and he a slave 
owned by William Scott; about 75 families ; 60 houses, 
mostly constructed of logs; the entire valuation of the 
town' was about $3000. It contained one small church, 
Quinton’s and Thompson’s taverns at the Old Center, 
King’s tavern, where Cross’s block in Palmer now stands, 
Shaw’s tavern on the L. E. Moore place, near the Old Bay 
Path, and Scott’s tavern near the Wire Mill bridge. There 
was a saw and grist mill where Thorndike is located, a saw 
and grist mill at Pottaquattuck Pond, and a grist mill at the 
present location of Bondsville, and there were two black¬ 
smith shops. These mills and shops constituted the entire 
industries of the town aside from farming. There were no 
stores, no post office, and no schools supported at the 
public expense, though it is reasonable to suppose that 
private instruction was maintained in the various families. 
There were no carriages ; the roads were poorly constructed 
cartways, and locomotion was either on horseback or in 
carts drawn by oxen. Everything was conducted in the 
most primitive and economical manner. Owing to the 
jealousy of the crown, because of the growing strength and 
independence manifested in the colonies, Palmer did not 
possess the full powers of a township till granted it by the 
General Court by a general act August 23, 1775, and on 
May 23, 1776, she elected Capt. David Speai as her first 
representative to the General Assembly which was held at 
Watertown on the 29th of May. of the same year. The 


instructions sent their representative the following month 
breathed the lofty spirit of patriotism and the use of 
language which antedated by two weeks the declaration of 
independence by Congress, showing of what stuff the men 
of Palmer were made, and from which determination they 
never turned back till victory was won. 

At this time Palmer assumed full town rights, and took 
her place in the Commonwealth in which she has ever since 
maintained an honorable record by the long line of worthy 
representatives which she has sent to the General Court 
from year to year. She came to the responsible position of 
a full-fledged township, in a trying period when the colonies 
were on the eve of rebellion against oppressive foreign rule, 
but her citizens foreseeing the coming struggle had prepared 
for it by enrolling and drilling a company of minute men. 

The news of the engagement at Lexington reached 
Palmer on the evening of the same day, and on the follow¬ 
ing morning a company of 44 men were equipped and 
started for the scene of danger, with Capt. David Spear at 
their head. Out of the poverty and sparse population of 
less than 800, Palmer furnished 165 men during the war. 
Judging from the number of men about the age of sixteen 
years capable of bearing arms in 1776, which is given as 
129, we can readily see that our town sent off a large 
majority of her available men during that memorable conflict 
which gained our nation’s liberty. This courage and 
patriotism should ever command our gratitude. 
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Officers and Program, Palmer Old Home Week, 1903 


D. L. Bodfish, 

Charles F. Smith, 

George D. Mooers. 

R. C. Newell, 

O. P. Allen, . 

J. F. Foley, 

Executive Committee. 

Butler Sedgwick, H. E. W. Clark, 

F. A. Upham, H. W. Stimson, 

W. H. Brainerd. 

Committees. 

Committee of Arrangements. 

D. L. Bodfish, J. F. Foley, G. D. Mooers, J. O. Hamilton, 
F. A. Upham, J. F. Twiss, Dr. D. B. Sullivan, C. L. Holden. 

Committee on Press. 

O. P. Allen, H. E. W. Clark, Rev. Chas. Olmstead. 

Committee on Amusements. 

Dr. D. B. Sullivan, D. F. Dillon, E. R. Pierce, 

F. W. Lavene, J. F. Loftus. 


Sunday, July 26. 

SUITABLE EVENING CHURCH SERVICES. 

Tuesday, July 28. 

1 p. m. Street Parade by the Palmer Fire Department and 

Major Morgan Veteran Firemen’s Association. 

2 p. m. At Agricultural Park. 

Parade and Exhibition Drill by Boys’ Brigade of 
Palmer. Prize, Silver Cup.. 

3 p. m. Baseball Game : Lawyers and Police Force vs. 

Doctors of Palmer. 

Music by Columbian Band of Thorndike. 

Thursday, July 30. 

FIELD DAY AT FOREST LAKE. 

10.30 a. m. Boat Race, open to all residents of Palmer. 
Prize, Gold Medal. 

11.00 a. m. Bowling Match, between teams captained by 
Dr. J. P. Schneider and Chas. E. Fuller. 
Prize, Gold Medal. 

1.00 p. m. Shore Dinner, at 50 cents a plate. 

= = = MENU = f = 

Clam Chowder. Steamed Clams. Baked Fish. 

Sweet Potatoes. White Potatoes. Clam Fritters. 

Brown Bread. White Bread. Sweet Corn. 
Watermelon. Lemonade. Coffee, Etc. 

2 p. m. Election of Officers, followed by Addresses by 
Prof. H. B. Knox of Providence, R. I., and 
S. S. Taft, Esq., of Springfield. 

Music by Columbian Band. 


President 
1st Vice President 
2d Vice President 
3d Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
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The Oldest Structure Now Remaining in Palmer 


I N 1901 while Mr. C. R. Shaw, who lives on the east side 
of Pottaquattuck mountain, was making extensive 
repairs in the older portion of his house he found, on 
removing an old floor, this date written with chalk on one 
of the floor timbers, “ commenced May 3, 1733; finished 
Nov. 3, 1733.” The date was obscured by the dust and 


was granted a portion of the present farm of Mr. Shaw’s in 
1 733 with his improvements thereon, showing that he had 
located there before that date. His first habitation was a 
log cabin, the fireplace of which Mr. Shaw found nearly 
twenty years ago, a few feet from the present house. The 
old house of Patterson’s, built in 1733, was 30 x 37 
feet on the ground floor, two stories in front and 
one story in the rear, having a stone chimney in 
the center 18 feet square. In making his repairs 
Mr. Shaw found some of the original lath, which had 
been split by hand, and some of the boards, which 
seemed also to have been hand wrought, although 
the house was built soon after the first saw mill was 
operated in town. It may be noted that the original 
Patterson structure now forms the right hand side 
or corner of Mr. Shaw’s large house as shown in the 
accompanying picture. 

Joshua McMaster owned this farm from 1759 to 
1809. He kept tavern here during the Revolution 
and onward. Reuben Shaw bought the place in ] 809 
and made quite an addition to the house the next 
year, and continued to conduct the business of tavern 
keeping till 1835. He died in 1859 and the property fell 
to his son Samuel and later to his grandson, Charles R. 
Shaw, the present owner. 



grime of many years, and it was only after a careful 
removal of the same that the date could be made out. 

This date carries us back to William Patterson, who 









Year. 

i 75 2 

1765 

1776 

1790 

1800 

l8lO 
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1830 
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1855 
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1885 
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Population. 

360 

506 

727 

809 

1,039 

1,114 

i,i 97 

1,237 

2,139 

3,974 

4,012 

4,082 

3,080 

3 . 63 1 

4,572 

5,504 

5 > 9 2 3 

6,520 

6,858 

7,801 


Some Statistics of the Town 


Valuation. 
$ 3 , 000 


Land elevations in Palmer based on the U. S. coast and 
Geodetic survey, the Borden survey and the Geological 
survey of the U. S. and Massachusetts. 


5,134 

NAME. 

HEIGHT 

IN FEET 

5,749 

Pottaquattuck Mountain, 



1080 

6,957 

Colonel’s Mountain, .... 



IOI2 

9,092 

Baptist Hill, ..... 



800 

256,428 





Thompson Hill, .... 



800 

695,519 




1,208,435 

Hog Hill road, 



800 

1,258,711 

Little Pottaquattuck, near Mrs. Olney’s, 



800 


Dumplin Mountain, .... 



741 


King’s Hill, northwest of Old Center, 



700 

1,350,127 

Hill east of Carpet Mill, 



700 

1,873,662 

Hill east of Blanchardville, 



600 

2 , 149,375 

Dew 7 ey Hill, ..... 



600 

2 , 554,998 




Knox Hill, north of Pine street, 



5 00 

2 , 559,456 



2,727,509 

Hill east of L. E. Moore place, 



500 

2,819,837 

Palmer station, ..... 



34 i 














The First Ch 


W HILE our town records’ are not very definite in the 
matter, it is quite evident that the first church was 
organized here as early as 1730 under the Presbyterian form. 
For several years meetings were held at private houses, and 
on the occasion of the ordination and installation of Rev. 
John Harvey, the first settled minister, June 5, 1734, the 

services were 
held under the 
protecting 
shade of a large 
oak tree near 
Cedar Swamp 
brooks south of 
the present 
house of Chas. 
Forsman. 

Soon after 

this event the subject of erecting a meeting house was 
agitated, but as there were several rival sites on which to 
locate the building, the matter was determined by lot, the 
Rev. John Harvey officiating after offering solemn prayer, 
by which means the location was fixed at the Old Center. 
The first meeting house was finished and occupied in 
November, 1735. This humble structure built out of the 
poverty of the people, represented their zeal, for it was far 
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more pretentious than any of their rude homes at the time; 
it was a plain structure indeed, measuring 30 by 36 feet, 
and one story high. It was without ceiling or plastering 
and furnished no means for warmth in the cold season. 
The only external adornment was the singular emblematical 
design, peculiar, it is said, to the Scotch Presbyterians. 

In order to give the reader some tangible idea of the 
appearance of the first church edifice in Palmer we present 
a cut which has restored the building as nearly as possible 
from plans and descriptions found in the old town records. 

For more than sixty years this miniature house was the 
Shiloh of Palmer, around which revolved the religious and 
political life of the town, and where the momentous 
matters of church and state were decided. It was occupied 
till 1798, when a larger church was built on the opposite 
side of the highway and dedicated the same year. 

Ihere were but three pastorates during the existence of 
this first meeting-house; that of Rev. John Harvey from 
1 735 1 ° 1 748 j of Rev. Robert Burns from 1753 1 ° 1757; 
of Rev. Moses Baldwin from 1761 to 1811, or thirteen 
years beyond its use as a church. Parson Baldwin seems 
to have been well fitted for his position, which fell in the 
strenuous times of the Revolution. He forgot his privations 
in his interest for others, thus endearing himself to all, 
leaving a name still fresh in our memory. 
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the palmer journal print 










